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Coventry City Council Cabinet Report

4 January 2011
Name of Cabinet Member:
Cabinet Member Corporate & Neighbourhood Services — Councillor Townshend
Director Approving Submission of the report:

Director of Customer & Workforce Services

Ward(s) affected:
All

Title:
Statutory review of polling districts and polling places

Is this a key decision?
No. It is a legislative requirement that the full council approve the polling arrangements scheme
in its entirety.

Executive Summary:

The Cabinet Member Corporate and Neighbourhood Services instructed the Electoral
Arrangements Advisory Panel to undertake this review and report back to Cabinet and Council
any proposed changes to the current polling arrangements scheme. This report sets out a
summary of how the review was conducted and the proposed changes as a result of this
Recommendations:

Cabinet is asked to recommend that Council:

1.1 Consider the comments received during the consultation process as set out in Appendix
A.

1.2 Approve the revised polling arrangements scheme in its entirety, as set out in Appendix B.
Cabinet is also asked to:

1.3 Approve officers continuing discussions for the five premises which need to be finalised;
these are specified in Appendix B as 'possible change of polling place'.

1.4 Agree the polling districts and polling places set out in Appendix C to be reviewed during
2011, and proposed changes resulting from this brought back to Cabinet prior to the
Register of Electors being published on 1 December 2011.



Council is asked to:

1.5 Consider the comments received during the consultation process as set out in Appendix
A.

1.6 Consider any comments arising from Cabinet meeting of 4 January 2011.

1.7 Approve the revised polling arrangements scheme in its entirety, as set out in Appendix B.

List of Appendices included:

Appendix A — Comments received during the consultation process

Appendix B — Revised polling arrangements scheme for approval and implementation on 1
February 2011

Appendix C — List of polling districts and polling places to be reviewed after the election in May
2011.

Other useful background papers:

Description of paper: - Location
Electoral Commission Circular EC19/2010 Electoral Services

Has it or will it be considered by Scrutiny?
No

Has it, or will it be considered by any other Council Committee, Advisory Panel or other
body?
Electoral Arrangements Advisory Panel 21 December 2010:

Will this report go to Council?
Yes
11 January 2011



Report title:
Statutory review of polling districts and polling places

1.
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1.2

1.3

1.4

Context or background

Section 18C (1) of the Representation of the People Act 1983 (the Act) places a duty on all
UK local authorities to review their parliamentary polling districts and polling places every
four years. The previous review was completed in December 2007.

The following definitions were used within the review:
e Polling District — a geographical sub-division of an electoral area e.g. ward

e Polling Place — a geographical area in which a polling station is located. There is no
legal definition of what a polling place is, it can be as tightly defined as a building, a
street or as wide as the whole district.

e Polling Station — the actual room where the process of voting takes place. It must be
located within the polling place that the authority has designated for the polling
district. The location of the room within the polling place is the responsibility of the
(Acting) Returning Officer.

Advice from the Electoral Commission was received in August 2010 that the review should
be completed in time for changes to be implemented by May 2011 local elections. On 6
September 2010, the Electoral Arrangements Advisory Panel (EAAP or 'the Panel') agreed
that the review should be carried out in this timeframe, as set out in Table 1.

Table 1: Timetable for the review

Action Timing

Advisory Panel agree timing and criteria for the review 6 September 2010

Publish Notice of holding Review By Friday 10
September 2010

Any proposed changes agreed by Electoral Arrangements By end of October

Advisory Panel 2010

Acting Returning Officer (ARO) to make representation to the By end of October

authority on the scheme 2010

ARO's representations published Monday 1 November
2010

Public Consultation (including stakeholders and interest groups) Friday 5 November to
Friday 26 November
2010

Consultation responses considered, final polling arrangements 21 December 2010

scheme agreed by Electoral Arrangements Advisory Panel (EAAP)

Final polling arrangements scheme approved by Cabinet 4 January 2011

Final polling arrangements scheme approved by full Council 11 January 2011

Final polling arrangements scheme made publicly available 17 January 2011

Notice of alteration or revised register published (if required) 1 February 2011

In conducting the review, the Act requires local authorities to:

e seek to ensure that all electors in the constituency have such reasonable facilities for
voting as are practicable in the circumstances

o seek to ensure that, so far is reasonable and practicable, the polling places are
accessible to those who are disabled
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2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

¢ have regard to the accessibility to disabled persons of potential polling stations in any
place which it is considering designating as a polling place or the designation of which
as a polling place it is reviewing.

The statutory requirements that have to be followed in conducting the review include
publishing a notice of the review, consulting with groups representing disabled people,
considering the Acting Returning Officer's representations, and considering
representations received from electors. These were incorporated into the timetable.

Options considered and recommended proposal

The first stage was to identify a list of polling places where there were known problems.
Information was brought together from previous elections from the reports of polling station
staff and inspectors, together with details of complaints received from electors. The Panel
agreed the criteria for the review on 6 September 2010:

each ward should have between six and ten polling districts

each polling district should contain between 1,000 & 2,000 electors

there should be a designated polling place for each polling district wherever possible

all Portacabin locations to be reviewed for more suitable alternative arrangements

all buildings with known access problems be reviewed together with any buildings where
problems were highlighted during the 2010 elections, especially those relating to access.

An initial consultation was carried out in September 2010. Councillors, MPs, MEPSs, groups
representing disabled persons and members of the public were invited to make
representations on the existing scheme of polling districts and polling places. At the same
time, as required by the Act, the Acting Returning Officer (ARO) was invited to make
representations. There were 14 responses to this stage of consultation including 8 specific
comments from the survey conducted during local democracy week.

The Panel met on 2 November 2010 to consider all representations received as part of this
initial consultation including the representation of the Acting Returning Officer. The panel
agreed a number of proposals for alternative venues to be used as polling places, together
with several proposals to amend existing polling districts.

Questionnaires containing a section on current electoral arrangements were handed to
members of the public during Local Democracy Week. Of the questionnaires returned there
were 46 questionnaires where the section on electoral arrangements had been completed.
Analysis showed that 38 electors were satisfied with the current arrangements and a
further 8 made specific comments. These comments have been included in appendix A
and considered by the EAAP in drafting their proposals for change.

The proposals for change were published for a further period of consultation between 5 and
26 November 2010. These proposals were circulated to councillors, MPs, MEPs, and
groups representing disabled persons, as well as being published on the council's website.

Consideration of findings of the review

The Panel met on 21 December 2010 to consider the two responses to the second
consultation, and to agree a final polling arrangements scheme for submission to Cabinet
and Council.

Consultation responses: Responses were received which included comments relating to
both proposed changes to polling places planned in time for the elections in May 2011 and
to polling places which had been planned to be investigated during 2011, to finish by 1



December 2011. All consultation responses were presented to the Panel for consideration
as to whether these should be implemented.

2.8 The consultation responses were received relating to:
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2.10

2.11

Coventry NE, Longford Ward, Hg - Samuel Hayward Day Centre, Riley Square (ref no
24) — Objection to the proposal to delete this polling place and amalgamate the polling
district Hg with Hi. Considered by Panel and agreed to retain polling place.

Coventry South, St Michael's Ward, Lf — St. Mary and St. Benedict's RC Primary
School, Leigh Street polling place (Ref no. 141). Comment: provide an additional
portacabin in the car park in Keppel Street as portacabins used elsewhere in City and
to be implemented for the 2011 elections. A further request had been received to
investigate the use of the Mosque in Cambridge Street as an alternative polling place
in Lf. In the proposals sent out for consultation on 5 November 2010, this polling
district was identified as requiring further investigation later in 2011. this was
considered by the Panel and it was agreed to update Cabinet on findings from
investigations. Since the Panel meeting, the Mosque have confirmed the building
would not be available until 2012 due to building works, so this option has been
removed from Appendix B.

Following consideration of these representations and other work undertaken by Officers,
the Panel agreed a final scheme for submission to the Council for approval. The polling
arrangements scheme presented in Appendix B is arranged by constituency and within
each by the wards contained in that constituency. This is because this is a statutory review
of parliamentary polling districts and polling places.

The polling arrangements scheme in Appendix B includes all 155 polling districts and their
relevant polling places. Of the 150 polling places, 123 show no change to current
arrangements, 5 show a definite change and 4 show a possible change. In addition there
are 18 where the action is classified as 'designate’. For these 18 polling places, a specific
reference to a portacabin has been deleted. This will facilitate the proposal made by the
Panel (in para 2.13) to use vacant shops instead of portacabins wherever possible.

There were a number of polling districts where the specific premises involved required
further investigation in order to agree a change of polling place. These were:

Binley & Willenhall (Bh) Investigating use of John White Community Centre, Grange
Avenue (replacement for Binley Private Members Club, Grange Avenue).
Status: Still awaiting response.

Cheylesmore (Dg) Investigating use of the Trevor Webb Sixth Form Centre (part of
King Henry VIl School) (replacement for the Hylands Hotel, Warwick Road).
Conclusion: Use of this building was initially refused but further discussions are now
being undertaken. If the Sixth Form Centre is not available the contingency will be to
revert to possible use of 165 Warwick Road where agreement in principle has been
given but building requires site visit.

Holbrook (Gd) Investigating use of Hen Lane Working Men's Club, Beacon Road as
replacement for portacabin, Compton Road.
Conclusion: agreement in principle — requires site visit.

St Michael's (Lf) Investigating use of Mosque, Cambridge Street (additional polling
station in polling district).
Conclusion: The building is undergoing building work and is not available until 2012.



2.12

2.13

2.14

3.1

4.1

4.2

5.1

5.2

e Upper Stoke (Ng) Army Cadet Building, Wyken Grange Road (replacement for No 8
Squadron ATC Headquarters, Wyken Grange Road).
Conclusion: agreement in principle — requires site visit.

Where there is a possible change of polling place (such as some of the premises listed in
Para 2.10), it is recommended that the whole of the polling district is approved as the
polling place, in order that the change can be effected for the elections in May 2011. This
enables a change to be made to the specific premises used without further referral to
Council as they will sit in the designated polling place i.e. the polling district. The
designation of the whole of the polling district is required because two polling places
cannot be designated for one polling district. If the premises are not available, the status
quo will be maintained. In Appendix B these appear as a 'possible change of polling place’
with a recommendation to designate the whole of the polling district as the polling place.

At the Panel meeting of 21 December, officers were asked to investigate the following and
report back to the Panel:

e  Exploring the use of vacant shops in the close vicinity of current sites currently used
for portacabins. It was accepted that this could only be on an ad hoc basis with short
term leases in the three months prior to the election. To be used where possible in
2011 elections.

o  Exploring alternative accommodation to minimise use of primary schools —
completed and reported to the Panel by end of June 2010.

o  Further investigations required as part of this polling district review (Appendix C) - to
be completed and reported to the Panel by end September 2010.

Any changes to the polling arrangements scheme arising later in 2011 will be reported
back to Cabinet and Council for approval by December 2011.

Results of consultation undertaken

Relevant stakeholders were consulted throughout the process including councillors, MPs,
MEPs and groups representing disabled persons. Comments received during the
consultation are shown in Appendix A.

Timetable

The timetable for implementation is listed below

Final polling arrangements scheme made publicly available 17 January 2011
Notice of alteration or revised register published (if required) | 1 February 2011
Further changes to polling places implemented By 1 Dec 2011

No Notice of alteration will be published as no changes to the register are required for any
of the proposed changes. All changes agreed by Council will take effect from 1 February
and any new polling places will be used in the May 2011 elections.

Comments from Director of Finance and Legal Services
Financial Implications
Any increase or reduction in venue costs will be reflected in any claim made to the relevant

Government Department.

Legal Implications



6.1

6.2

6.2.1

6.2.2

6.3

6.4

6.4.1

6.5

6.6

Section 18C (1) of the Representation of the People Act 1983 (the Act) places a duty on all
UK local authorities to review their parliamentary polling districts and polling places every
four years. The next review is required to be completed prior to the publication of the next
register on 1 December 2011. Section 18B of the Act refers to the considerations needed
when selecting/reviewing polling places.

Other implications

How will this contribute to achievement of the Council's key objectives / corporate
priorities (corporate plan/scorecard) / organisational blueprint / LAA (or Coventry
SCS)?

The council will have completed one of its statutory requirements.

How is risk being managed?

The Council needs to review its polling arrangements to ensure they are accessible to all
voters. If premises for polling places are chosen which are not convenient in terms of
location, or do not have adequate disabled access, or are otherwise not suitable to house
a polling station, this could lead to reduced turnout and dissatisfied voters.

By carrying out this review promptly and thoroughly, the Council is seeking to maintain and
improve the standard and location of polling station facilities, which should assist people
wanting to vote, and hence help improve turnout. Within the review, there has been
provision made for contingency arrangements and flexibility in the few areas where the
specific premises need to be finalised, in order to ensure we do secure the best possible
location for the next local elections in May 2011.

What is the impact on the organisation?
None

Equalities / EIA

If premises for polling places are chosen which do not have adequate disabled access this
could lead to reduced turnout and dissatisfied voters. Access to polling stations for electors
with reduced mobility has been considered as part of this review, and consultation has
been carried out with disabled groups.

Implications for (or impact on) the environment
None

Implications for partner organisations?
None

Report author(s):
Val Clowes Manager — Electoral Services
Helen Abraham, Assistant Director, Democratic Services

Directorate:
Customer & Workforce Services

Tel and email contact:
Ext 3177; val.clowes@coventry.gov.uk
Enquiries should be directed to the above person.



Contributor/approver Title Directorate or | Date doc | Date response
organisation | sent /approved

Contributors:

Matthew Box Deputy Manager, CWS 22/12/10 22/12/10
Electoral Services

Names of approvers:

(officers and members)

Finance: Neil Chamberlain Finance Manager Finance & legal | 23/12/10 23/12/10

Legal: Christine Forde Council Solicitor / Finance & legal | 23/12/10 23/12/10
Assistant Director

Director: Bev Messinger Director CWS 23/12/10 23/12/10

This report is published on the council's website:

www.coventry.gov.uk/cmis
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Comments raised in Public Survey during Local Democracy Week (October 2010)
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Constituency

Name

Ward

Polling
District

Polling station

Comment

Response

Cov NE

Adrian Dunn

Foleshill

Eg

(7) Eagle Street Play Centre

Prefer pubs as polling stations

We would have to secure sole use of rooms available
with disabled access. If these were function rooms and
not located on the ground floor then a lift would need to
be available. Polling hours do not always fit in with the
availability of rooms on these premises. The sale of
alcohol in the vicinity of a polling station also has
issues that would need to be addressed.

Recommend no further action

Anonymous

Lower
Stoke

JH

(37 & 38) Macdonald Road Methodist
Road

Prefer empty shop

This does not provide a permanent solution and would
need to be addressed at each election.
Recommend no further action

Cov NW

Anonymous

Holbrook

Gd

(71) Portacabin, Compton Road

Needs wider entrance for disabled people —

would prefer Hen Lane WMC

Agreement in principle has been given to the use of
Hen Lane WMC as alternative venue. Site visit
required to determine suitability of premises

Action

Use Hen Lane WMC if suitable for purpose

Rita Sutton

Radford

Kb

(79) Hill farm primary School, Foster
Road

Prefer Scout Hut on Beake Ave

The scout hut lies to the south of the polling district.
The school is more centrally located.
Recommend no further action

Cov South

Anthony
Murphy

St
Michael's

Lc

(138) St Anne & All Saints Community
Hall, Acacia Ave

Prefer local School

The school is on an adjacent site to the Community
Hall
Recommend no further action

Samir
Solomon

St
Michael's

Lf

(141) St Mary & St Benedict's RC
Primary School, Leigh Street
(stated Southfields School on Survey)

Prefer portacabin/building specifically for
polling

Permanent buildings are always considered preferable
to temporary polling stations e.g. portacabins. It would
be difficult to only use buildings that were solely
dedicated for polling purposes.

Recommend no further action

Arthur
Watkins

St
Michael's

Lf

(141) St Mary & St Benedict's RC
Primary School, Leigh Street

Don't like this one as it is down a steep hill

This is clearly an issue for electors with mobility
problems. However, there is no current suitable
alternative. May be possible to resolve in association
with response to comments from MP and councillors
below.

Action

Investigate alternative arrangements if suitable.

Annaliese
Knell

Westwood

Qa

(152) Room attached to Our Lady of
the Assumption Church, Tile Hill Lane

Prefer to have the polling station at the
school where your children go to

This option would not necessarily address the issues
for all of the electors in a polling district. It would be
difficult to establish and maintain. In this particular
polling district there are 3 primary schools in the area
that a child could attend.

Recommend no further action




Responses from Stakeholders during initial consultation commencing 13 September 2010
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Constituency Ward Respondee Polling Station Comment Response
Cov NE Henley Clir Ed Ruane (16 — Fh) Portacabin near White The Pub has been demolished — move | Action
Horse Public House, Broad Park nearer to shops on Broad Park Road Investigate a suitable site for the location of the portacabin
Road nearer to the shops on Broad Park Road
Cov NW Sherbourne Geoffrey Robinson (87 & 88 — Ma) Holyhead Road UR | Transfer one of the stations to either No suitable accommodation at the premises specified at
MP Church the Holyhead Public House opposite or | present
further along Road to either Moseley Instruction to avoid use of schools if other permanent
Avenue Primary School or the adjacent | buildings exist in the vicinity.
Council Offices. Recommend no further action
Whoberley Geoffrey Robinson (101 — Rf) St Christopher Primary Transfer the polling place to the No suitable accommodation available
MP School, Allesley Old Road Maudsley Pub which is a more central
location within the polling district. Recommend no further action
Whoberley Clir Bally Singh Move the polling station for Rf to a Flutterbies Sure Start Centre is a converted House and
more central location e.g. Flutterbies has no suitable accommodation available.
Sure Start centre in Oldfield Road — Policy to only use portacabins where no other suitable
may not have enough room in building, | arrangements exist.
will consider a portable station on their
grounds. Polling station at St Recommend no further action
Christopher's School is on western
edge of Rf.
Woodlands Cllr Mrs Heather (106 — Se) The Woodlands School, | Concerns with development on AGCO | Action
Johnson Broad Lane site in Banner Lane. As estate grows Monitor elector numbers as housing is occupied. Possible
will numbers of voters be too large for | creation of another polling station at school or identify any
this venue. other available permanent building nearer to new estate.
Cov South St Michael's Jim Cunningham MP | (141 - Lf) St Mary & St Benedict's Provide an additional polling station in | Background:

Cllrs Jim O'Boyle &
David Welsh

RC Primary School, Leigh Street

Keppel Street (where there had been
one in the past)

Reintroduce the Keppel Street polling
station in polling district Lf. The only
other acceptable arrangement would
be a polling station within the confines
of the Cambridge Street Mosque

The previous polling place in Keppel Street was a car park
where a portacabin was used. This was withdrawn in 2004
on the advice of the Health & Safety Section following an
accident.

No permanent building could be identified as an alternative
venue at the time

Cambridge Street Mosque is undergoing building work and
will not be available until at least 2012

Recommend no further action
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Cov NE Longford Cllr George Duggins | (24 - Hg) Samuel Hayward day Centre, Riley Square Object to the | Action
on behalf of Longford loss of this Delete from proposals
ward councillors polling station
and the
amalgamation
of polling
districts Hg &
Hi
Cov South St Michael's Jim Cunningham (141 — Lf) St Mary & St Benedict's RC Primary School, Leigh Street Provide an Background:
additional The previous polling place in
Clirs Jim O'Boyle & polling station | Keppel Street was a car park
David Welsh in the car where a portacabin was used.
park in This was withdrawn in 2004 on

Keppel Street

Implement
change for
the 2011
election.

the advice of the Health & Safety
Section following an accident.
No permanent building could be
identified as an alternative venue
at the time.

The cabins we now use are
larger than that used in 2004
with the need to provide integral
ramps.

Recommend no further action
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REVISED POLLING ARRANGEMENTS SCHEME FOR APPROVAL AND IMPLEMENTATION ON 1 FEBRUARY 2011

NB. Where previously a portacabin has been specified as a polling place, it is now proposed to only specify the street in which the current location of the portacabin is sited.
This is to facilitate the possible use of vacant shops in the close vicinity of the current portacabin location. This was proposed by the Electoral Arrangements Advisory Panel at
their meeting of 21 December 2010.

Polling Polling Place | Electorate as at 1 |Current Polling Place Recommended Action - Before 2011 Elections
District Ref No December 2010
COVENTRY NORTH EAST
FOLESHILL
Ea 1 1962 Site, Foleshill Community Centre, 757 Foleshill Road [No Change
Eb 2 1379 Site, St Elizabeth's RC Primary School, St Elizabeth's [No Change
Road
3 1037 Portacabin, Corner of Pridmore Road & Lockhurst Designate Pridmore Road / Lockhurst Lane as Polling Place
Ec Lane
4 1491 Site, St. Barnabas' Church, Oliver Street No Change
Ed
5 1417 Site, Broad Street Meeting Hall, Broad Street No Change
Ee
6 1227 Site, Foleshill Sports & Leisure Centre, Livingstone No Change
Ef Road
Eg 7 1697 Site, Eagle Street Play Centre, Eagle Street No Change
8 1956 Site, Foleshill Community Fire Station Centre, Foleshill[No Change
Eh Road
HENLEY
Fa 9 1940 Site, St Mary's Church, Hall Lane / Ansty Road No Change
Fb 10 918 Site, St Peter and Paul RC Primary School, Arkle No Change
Drive
Fc 11 1164 Site, Moat House Leisure & Neighbourhood Centre, No Change
Deedmore Road
Fd 12 1984 Site, St Phillip's Church, Ringwood Highway No Change
Fe 13 1051 Site, St Chad's Church, Hillmorton Road No Change
Ff 14 1504 Site, Henley Green Community Centre, Wyken Croft |No Change
Fg 15 1300 Site, Potters Green UR Church, Woodway Lane No Change
Fh 16 1323 Land Adjacent White Horse Public House, Broad Park [Change of Polling Place - Broad Park Road/Ellacombe Road (NB normally a
Road (NB This is normally public house has now been [portacabin in use in this polling district)
demolished)
Fi 17 2234 Site, Sir Frank Whittle Primary School, Narberth Way |No Change
LONGFORD
Ha 18 1521 Site, Longford Park Primary School, Windmill Road No Change
Hb 19 2103 Site, Grangehurst Primary School, Anderton Road No Change
Hc 20 883 Site, St Laurence's Church, Old Church Road No Change
Hd 21 999 Site, St Thomas' Church, Hurst Road No Change
He 22 1182 Site, Alderman's Green Free Methodist Church, No Change
Alderman's Green Road
Hf 23 1212 Site, Bell Green Community Centre, Old Church Road [No Change
Hg 24 958 Site, Samuel Hayward Day Centre, Riley Square No Change
Hh 25 1243 Portacabin, Corner of Johnson Road & Proffitt Avenue [Designate Johnson Road / Proffitt Avenue as Polling Place
Hi 26 784 Site, Hall Green Methodist Church, Almond Tree No Change
Avenue
Hj 27 455 Site, Lentons Lane Baptist Church, Lentons Lane No Change
Hk 28 845 Site, Courthouse Green Primary School, Bell Green No Change
Road
HI 29 1230 Site, Union Place Baptist Church, Oban Road No Change
LOWER STOKE
Ja 30 1024 Site, Newlands Court Sheltered Housing Scheme, No Change
School Close
Jb 31 2335 Site, Sacred Heart Church, Harefield Road No Change
Jc 32 1238 Portacabin, Adj. Aldermoor Lane Clinic, Aldermoor Designate Aldermoor Lane as Polling Place
Lane
Jd 33 1355 Site, 'Life Building', (Old Aldermoor Farm School), No Change
Round House Road
Je 34 1180 Portacabin, Corner of Harris Road & Biggin Hall Designate Harris Road / Biggin Hall Crescent as Polling Place
Crescent
Jf 35 2060 Site, Scout Headquarters, Bromleigh Drive No Change
Jg 36 890 Site, St Catherine's Church, St Catherine's Close No Change
Jh 37/38 3213 Site, Macdonald Road Methodist Church Change of Polling Place - Designate Polling District as Polling Place to facilitate an
extra polling station to be used at Ravensdale School for electors in west of polling
district. Current polling place lies to the east
UPPER STOKE
Na 39 1498 Site, St Margarets Church, Argyll Street No Change
Nb 40 2575 Site, Enterprise Club, Avon Street No Change
Nc 41 1081 Site, St Albans Church, Mercer Avenue No Change
Nd 42 2468 Site, Stoke Heath Primary School, Heath Crescent No Change
Ne 43 1881 Site, Lyng Hall Secondary School, Blackberry Lane No Change
Nf 44 1217 Site, Longfield House, Bell Green Road No Change
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Ng 45 1207 Site, No. 8 Squadron ATC Headquarters, Entrance (Possible Change of Polling Place) - Designate Polling District as Polling Place.
Adj. 35/37 Sewall Highway Current Polling Place no longer available, have agreement in principle to use Adj.
Army Cadet Building - requires site visit
Nh 46 1175 Site, Stoke Primary School, Briton Road No Change
WYKEN
Ta 47 1603 Site, Youell Court, Residential Care Centre for the No Change
Elderly, Skipworth Road
Tb 48 1589 Site, Wyken United Reformed Church, Hocking Road |No Change
Tc 49 1876 Site, Wyken Croft Primary School, Wyken Croft No Change
Entrance
Td 50 2046 Site, Community Centre, Clifford Bridge School, No Change
Coombe Park Road
Te 51 983 Site, Richard Lee Primary School, The Drive No Change
Tf 52 1621 Site, St Gregory's RC Primary School, Harry Rose[No Change
Road
Tg 53 616 Site, Wyken Community Centre, Westmorland Road [No Change
Th 54 1141 Site, St John Fisher RC Primary School, Kineton Road|No Change
Ti 55 1272 Site, Pearl Hyde Primary School, Dorchester Way No Change
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Polling Polling Places | Electorate as at 1 |Current Polling Place Recommended Action - Before 2011 Elections
District Ref No December
COVENTRY NORTH WEST
BABLAKE
Aa 56 649 Site, Brownshill Green United Reformed Church Hall, [No Change
Hawkes Mill Lane
Ab 57 1661 Site, Allesley Village Hall, Birmingham Road No Change
Ac 58 1754 Portacabin, Car Park, The Old Shepherd, Keresley Designate Keresley Road as Polling Place
Road
Ad 59 1199 Portacabin, Car Park, Wallace Hotel, Keresley Road |Designate Keresley Road as Polling Place
Ae 60 364 Site, Arthur Diamond House, Holloway Field No Change
Af 61 820 Site, Christ the King Library (at the side of the No Change
Church), Westhill Road
Ag 62 1123 Site, Hollyfast Primary School, Hollyfast Road No Change
Ah 63 584 Site, Keresley UR Church, Bennetts Road No Change
Ai 64 1205 Site, Whitmore Park Primary School, Halford Lane No Change
Aj 65 1178 Site, Keresley Grange Primary School, Waste Lane  [No Change
Ak 56 434 Site, Brownshill Green United Reformed Church Hall, [No Change
Hawkes Mill Lane
Al 65 135 Site, Keresley Grange Primary School, Waste Lane  [No Change
Am 66 1292 Site, Scout Headquarters, Washbrook Lane No Change
An 66 125 Site, Scout Headquarters, Washbrook Lane No Change
HOLBROOK
Ga 67 1874 Site, Holy Family RC Church, Penny Park Lane No Change
Gb 68 1445 Site, Holbrooks Community Centre, John Shelton No Change
Drive
Gc 69 1095 Portacabin, St Luke's Road Designate St Luke's Road / Hen Lane as Polling Place
Gd 70 1582 Portacabin, Compton Road (Possible Change of Polling Place) - Designate whole of Polling District as Polling
Place to facilitate possible move to Hen Lane WMC, Beacon Road. Agreed in
principle but requires site visit
Ge 71 952 Site, St Luke's Parish Centre, Rotherham Road No Change
Gf 72 1633 Site, Parkgate Primary School, Parkgate Road No Change
Gg 73 1028 Site, Maymorn Club, Everdon Road No Change
Gh 74 842 Portacabin, Car Park, Pilot Hotel, Catesby Road Designate Catesby Road / Burnaby Road as Polling Place
Gi 75 1126 Portacabin, Car Park, The Craftsman Public House,|Designate Beake Avenue as Polling Place
Beake Avenue
Gj 76 909 Portacabin, Halford Lodge, Cottage Farm Road Designate Cottage Farm Road as Polling Place
RADFORD
Ka 77 1172 Site, St George's Church, Banks Road Entrance No Change
Kb 78 1644 Site, Hill Farm Primary School, Foster Road No Change
Kc 79 1568 Site, Radford Primary School, Lawrence Saunders No Change
Road
Kd 80 1252 Site, Baptist Church, Lawrence Saunders Road No Change
Ke 81 3236 Site, Radford Community Service Centre, Jubilee No Change
Crescent Entrance
Kf 82 1353 Site, Coventry Coachmakers Club, St Nicholas Street |No Change
Kg 83 748 Portacabin, Adj. Garage 26, Adj. William Bachelor|Change of Polling Place - Site, William Bachelor House, Leicester Row
House, Leicester Row
Kh 84 2470 Site, Jaguar Cars Sports & Social Club, Chorley Way [No Change
SHERBOURNE
Ma 85 2902 Site, Holyhead Road United Reformed Church, No Change
Holyhead Road
Mb 86 1711 Site, St Christopher Primary School, Allesley Old Road/No Change
Entrance
Mc 61 1471 Site, Christ the King Library (at side of Church), No Change
Westhill Road
Md 87 3446 Site, Coundon Primary School, Forfield Road No Change
Entrance
Me 88 2135 Site, Spon Gate Primary School, Upper Spon Street  |No Change
Mf 89 924 Site, St Osburg's School, Nursery Building, Upper Hill |Designate whole of St Osburg's school and church site as Polling Place
Street
WHOBERLEY
Ra 90 3080 Site, Hearsall Community Primary School, Kingston  [No Change
Road Entrance
Rb 91 1896 Site, Wilfred Spencer Centre, Whitaker Road No Change
Rc 92 1816 Site, Whoberley Youth Centre, Wildcroft Road No Change
Entrance
Rd 93 1876 Site, Allesley Hall Primary School, Winsford Avenue |No Change
Re 94 1758 Site, Hearsall Sunday School, Queensland Avenue No Change
Rf 86 2153 Site, St Christopher Primary School, Allesley Old Road/No Change
Entrance
WOODLANDS
Sa 95 1224 Site, Scout Hut, Rear of 1 Kenthurst Road No Change
Sh 96 1851 Site, St Oswald's Church, Jardine Crescent No Change
Sc 97 1173 Site, Our Lady of the Assumption RC Church, Tile Hill[No Change
Lane
Sd 98 1587 Site, Eastern Green Junior School, Sutton Avenue No Change
Se 99 2197 Site, The Woodlands School, Broad Lane No Change
Sf 100 1231 Site, St John Vianney Parish Room, Bishopton Close |No Change
Sg 101 2657 Site, Park Hill Primary School, Lower Eastern Green |No Change
Lane
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Sh

102

1314

Site, Mount Nod Primary School, Greenleaf Close

No Change
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Polling Polling Places | Electorate as at 1 |Current Polling Place Recommended Action - Before 2011 Elections
District Ref No December
COVENTRY SOUTH
BINLEY & WILLENHALL
Ba 103 1097 Site, Saracens R.F.C, Bredon Avenue No Change
Bb 104 1351 Site, St Bartholomew's C.E. Primary School, Bredon |No Change
Avenue
Bc 105 1930 Site, Stretton C.E. Primary School, Stretton Avenue No Change
Bd 106 2151 Site, Hagard Youth & Community Centre, No Change
Remembrance Road
Be 107 1532 Site, Community Centre, Middle Ride No Change
Bf 1785 Site, Ernesford Grange Primary School, Foxton Road [No Change
108
Bg 109 1693 Site, Ernesford Grange School and Community No Change
College, Princethorpe Way
Bh 110 1152 Site, Binley Private Members Club, Grange Avenue [(Possible Change of Polling Place) - Designate Grange Avenue as Polling Place|
to facilitate possible move to John White Community Centre, Grange Avenue fif|
agreement can be confirmed for use as Polling Station
CHEYLESMORE
Ca 111 1918 Site, Whitley Abbey Community School, Abbey Road [No Change
Cb 112 1174 Portacabin, Corner of Silksby Street & The Martyrs Designate Silksby Street / The Martyrs Close as Polling Place
Close
Cc 113 1009 Portacabin, Adj. 105/107 Sedgemoor Road Designate Sedgemoor Road as Polling Place
Cd 114 1888 Site, Howes Primary School, Palermo Avenue No Change
entrance only
Ce 115 1589 Site, Manor Park Primary School, Ulverscroft Road No Change
Cf 116 1956 Portacabin, Quinton Park Baptist Church, Quinton Designate Site, Quinton Park Baptist Church, Quinton Park as Polling Place
Park
Cg 117 1043 Site, Hylands Hotel, Warwick Road (Possible Change of Polling Place) - Designate Polling District as Polling Place to
facilitate possible move to Trevor Webb Sixth form Centre at King Henry VIl School
or 165 Warwick Road. (Discussions are ongoing for Sixth Form Centre but have
agreement in principle for use of 165, Warwick Road - site visits will be required.)
Ch 118 1851 Site, Christchurch Community Centre, Frankpledge No Change
Road
EARLSDOI
Da 119 2097 Site, Earlsdon Methodist Church, Earlsdon Avenue No Change
Db 120 1973 Site, The Gilbert Richards Centre, Broadway No Change
Dc 121 1903 Site, St. Barbara’s Church, Rochester Road No Change
Dd 122 1174 Site, St James's Church, Knoll Drive No Change
De 123 801 Portacabin, Opposite The Herald Public House, Sir Designate Sir Henry Parkes Road as Polling Place
Henry Parkes Road
Df 124 2660 Site, St. Thomas More RC Church, Watercall Avenue [No Change
Entrance
Dg 125 1126 Site, Stivichall Primary School, Coat of Arms Bridge  [No Change
Road
Dh 126 812 Site, Standard Triumph Recreation Club, Tile Hill Lane[No Change
ST MICHAEL'S
La 127 2029 Site, Southfields Primary School, East Street No Change
Lb 128 2038 Site, Frederick Bird Primary School, Swan Lane No Change
Lc 129 1671 Site, St. Anne and All Saints Community Hall, Acacia |No Change
Avenue
Ld 130 1602 Site, St. Peter's Social Centre, Charles Street No Change
Le 131 748 Site, ElIm Bank Training Centre, Mile Lane No Change
Lf 132 2060 Site, St Mary and St Benedict's RC Primary School, [No Change - mosque in Cambridge Street undergoing building work and will not be
Leigh Street available until at least 2012
Lg 133 2349 Site, Gosford Park Primary School Humber Avenue off{No Change
St George's Road
Lh 134 1678 Site, Warwick Road United Reformed Church, No Change
Warwick Row
Li 135 1477 Site, Elim Pentecostal Church, Butts No Change
WAINBODY
136 1502 Site, Grange Farm Primary School, Dewsbury Avenue |No Change
Pa
Pb 137 1841 Site, Finham Primary School, Green Lane No Change
138 1469 Portacabin, Corner of Brentwood Avenue & Howes Designate Brentwood Avenue / Howes Lane as Polling Place
Pc Lane
139 813 Portacabin, Corner of Moreall Meadows & The Designate Moreall Meadows / The Arboretum as Polling Place
Pd Arboretum
140 2069 Site, Cannon Park Primary School, Cannon Hill Road [No Change
Pe
141 1872 Site, Woodside Avenue Methodist Church, Woodside [No Change
Pf Avenue South
142 3099 Site, University of Warwick — Ramphal Building, Designate whole of campus at Warwick University, Gibbet Hill Road as Polling|
Pg Gibbet Hill Road Place
WESTWOOD
Qa 97 1211 Site, Our Lady of the Assumption RC Church No Change
Qb 143 2018 Site, St James' Church, Westcotes No Change
Qc 144 1895 Site, Tanyard Farm Community Hall, Tanyard Close |No Change
Qd 145 1941 Site, Lime Tree Park Methodist Church, EIm Tree No Change
Avenue
Qe 146 1238 Portacabin, Near George Rowley House, Thimbler Change of Polling Place - Site, George Rowley House, Thimbler Road
Road
Qf 147 879 Site, Leigh CE Primary School, Plants Hill Crescent  |No Change
Qg 148 1340 Site, Edwin Rogers House, Wendiburgh Street No Change
Qh 149 1136 Site, Canley Social Club, Marler Road Change of Polling Place - Site, Xcel Leisure Centre, Mitchell Avenue
Qi 150 1426 Site, Greek Orthodox Church of Holy Transfiguration, |No Change
Westwood Heath Road
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Polling Polling Place | Electorate as at 1 |Current Polling Place Recommended Action - After 2011 Elections

District Ref No December

COVENTRY NORTH EAST

FOLESHILL

Ea 1 1962 Site, Foleshill Community Centre, [Review of Polling District Boundary
757 Foleshill Road

HENLEY

Fi 17 2234 Site, Sir Frank Whittle Primary Review of Polling District Boundary
School, Narberth Way

LONGFORD

Hb 19 2103 Site, Grangehurst Primary School, |Review of Polling District Boundary
Anderton Road

Hd 21 999 Site, St Thomas' Church, Hurst Review of Polling District Boundary
Road

Hk 28 845 Site, Courthouse Green Primary  [Review of Polling District Boundary
School, Bell Green Road

LOWER STOKE

Jb 31 2335 Site, Sacred Heart Church, Review of Polling District Boundary
Harefield Road

Jf 35 2060 Site, Scout Headquatrters, Review of Polling District Boundary
Bromleigh Drive

UPPER STOKE

Nc 42 1081 Site, St Albans Church, Mercer Review of Polling District Boundary
Avenue

Nd 43 2468 Site, Stoke Heath Primary School, |Review of Polling District Boundary
Heath Crescent

WYKEN

Td 51 2046 Site, Community Centre, Clifford |Review of Polling District Boundary
Bridge School, Coombe Park Road

Te 52 983 Site, Richard Lee Primary School, |Review of Polling District Boundary
The Drive

Tf 53 1621 Site, St Gregory's RC Primary|Review of Polling District Boundary
School, Harry Rose Road
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Polling Polling Places | Electorate as at 1 |Current Polling Place Recommended Action - After 2011 Elections

District Ref No December

COVENTRY NORTH WEST

RADFORD

Kh 86 2470 Site, Jaguar Cars Sports & Social |Review of Polling District Boundary
Club, Chorley Way

SHERBOURNE

Me 93 2135 Site, Spon Gate Primary School, [Review of Polling District Boundary
Upper Spon Street

WHOBERLEY

Rf 101 2153 Site, St Christopher Primary Review of Polling District Boundary
School, Allesley Old Road
Entrance

WOODLANDS

Se 106 2197 Site, The Woodlands School, Review of Polling District Boundary
Broad Lane
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Polling Polling Places | Electorate as at 1 |Current Polling Place Recommended Action - After 2011 Elections
District Ref No December
COVENTRY SOUTH
BINLEY & WILLENHALL
Bd 114 2151 Site, Hagard Youth & Community |Review of Polling District Boundary
Centre, Remembrance Road
EARLSDON
Da 127 2097 Site, Earlsdon Methodist Church, [Review of Polling District Boundary
Earlsdon Avenue
ST MICHAEL'S
La 136 2029 Site, Southfields Primary School, [Review of Polling District Boundary
East Street
Lb 137 2038 Site, Frederick Bird Primary Review of Polling District Boundary
School, Swan Lane
Lf 141 2060 Site, St Mary and St Benedict's RC [Review of Polling District Boundary and monitor future
Primary School, Leigh Street use of Cambridge Street Mosque
Lg 142 2349 Site, Gosford Park Primary School [Review of Polling District Boundary
Humber Avenue off St George's
Road
WAINBODY
149 2069 Site, Cannon Park Primary School, |[Review of Polling District Boundary
Pe Cannon Hill Road
WESTWOOD
Qb 153 2018 Site, St James' Church, Westcotes |Review of Polling District Boundary
Qf 157 879 Site, Leigh CE Primary School, Review of Polling District Boundary
Plants Hill Crescent
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	Is this a key decision? 
	The Cabinet Member Corporate and Neighbourhood Services instructed the Electoral Arrangements Advisory Panel to undertake this review and report back to Cabinet and Council any proposed changes to the current polling arrangements scheme. This report sets out a summary of how the review was conducted and the proposed changes as a result of this 
	1.1 Consider the comments received during the consultation process as set out in Appendix A. 
	1.2 Approve the revised polling arrangements scheme in its entirety, as set out in Appendix B. 
	1.3 Approve officers continuing discussions for the five premises which need to be finalised; these are specified in Appendix B as 'possible change of polling place'. 
	1.4 Agree the polling districts and polling places set out in Appendix C to be reviewed during 2011, and proposed changes resulting from this brought back to Cabinet prior to the Register of Electors being published on 1 December 2011. 
	1.5 Consider the comments received during the consultation process as set out in Appendix A. 
	1.6 Consider any comments arising from Cabinet meeting of 4 January 2011. 
	1.7 Approve the revised polling arrangements scheme in its entirety, as set out in Appendix B. 
	1.      Context or background 
	1.1 Section 18C (1) of the Representation of the People Act 1983 (the Act) places a duty on all UK local authorities to review their parliamentary polling districts and polling places every four years. The previous review was completed in December 2007. 
	1.2 The following definitions were used within the review: 
	 Polling District – a geographical sub-division of an electoral area e.g. ward 
	1.3 Advice from the Electoral Commission was received in August 2010 that the review should be completed in time for changes to be implemented by May 2011 local elections. On 6 September 2010, the Electoral Arrangements Advisory Panel (EAAP or 'the Panel') agreed that the review should be carried out in this timeframe, as set out in Table 1.   
	1.4 In conducting the review, the Act requires local authorities to: 
	 seek to ensure that all electors in the constituency have such reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable in the circumstances 
	 seek to ensure that, so far is reasonable and practicable, the polling places are accessible to those who are disabled 
	 have regard to the accessibility to disabled persons of potential polling stations in any place which it is considering designating as a polling place or the designation of which as a polling place it is reviewing. 
	1.5 The statutory requirements that have to be followed in conducting the review include publishing a notice of the review, consulting with groups representing disabled people, considering the Acting Returning Officer's representations, and considering representations received from electors. These were incorporated into the timetable. 

	2     Options considered and recommended proposal 
	2.1 The first stage was to identify a list of polling places where there were known problems.  Information was brought together from previous elections from the reports of polling station staff and inspectors, together with details of complaints received from electors. The Panel agreed the criteria for the review on 6 September 2010: 
	2.2 An initial consultation was carried out in September 2010. Councillors, MPs, MEPs, groups representing disabled persons and members of the public were invited to make representations on the existing scheme of polling districts and polling places. At the same time, as required by the Act, the Acting Returning Officer (ARO) was invited to make representations. There were 14 responses to this stage of consultation including 8 specific comments from the survey conducted during local democracy week. 
	2.3 The Panel met on 2 November 2010 to consider all representations received as part of this initial consultation including the representation of the Acting Returning Officer. The panel agreed a number of proposals for alternative venues to be used as polling places, together with several proposals to amend existing polling districts. 
	2.4 Questionnaires containing a section on current electoral arrangements were handed to members of the public during Local Democracy Week. Of the questionnaires returned there were 46 questionnaires where the section on electoral arrangements had been completed. Analysis showed that 38 electors were satisfied with the current arrangements and a further 8 made specific comments. These comments have been included in appendix A and considered by the EAAP in drafting their proposals for change. 
	2.5 The proposals for change were published for a further period of consultation between 5 and 26 November 2010. These proposals were circulated to councillors, MPs, MEPs, and groups representing disabled persons, as well as being published on the council's website. 
	2.6 The Panel met on 21 December 2010 to consider the two responses to the second consultation, and to agree a final polling arrangements scheme for submission to Cabinet and Council.  
	2.7 Consultation responses: Responses were received which included comments relating to both proposed changes to polling places planned in time for the elections in May 2011 and to polling places which had been planned to be investigated during 2011, to finish by 1 December 2011. All consultation responses were presented to the Panel for consideration as to whether these should be implemented. 
	2.8 The consultation responses were received relating to: 
	 Coventry NE, Longford Ward, Hg - Samuel Hayward Day Centre, Riley Square (ref no 24) – Objection to the proposal to delete this polling place and amalgamate the polling district Hg with Hi. Considered by Panel and agreed to retain polling place. 
	 Coventry South, St Michael's Ward, Lf – St. Mary and St. Benedict's RC Primary School, Leigh Street polling place (Ref no. 141). Comment: provide an additional portacabin in the car park in Keppel Street as portacabins used elsewhere in City and to be implemented for the 2011 elections. A further request had been received to investigate the use of the Mosque in Cambridge Street as an alternative polling place in Lf. In the proposals sent out for consultation on 5 November 2010, this polling district was identified as requiring further investigation later in 2011. this was considered by the Panel and it was agreed to update Cabinet on findings from investigations. Since the Panel meeting, the Mosque have confirmed the building would not be available until 2012 due to building works, so this option has been removed from Appendix B. 
	2.9 Following consideration of these representations and other work undertaken by Officers, the Panel agreed a final scheme for submission to the Council for approval. The polling arrangements scheme presented in Appendix B is arranged by constituency and within each by the wards contained in that constituency. This is because this is a statutory review of parliamentary polling districts and polling places.  
	2.10 The polling arrangements scheme in Appendix B includes all 155 polling districts and their relevant polling places.  Of the 150 polling places, 123 show no change to current arrangements, 5 show a definite change and 4 show a possible change. In addition there are 18 where the action is classified as 'designate'.  For these 18 polling places, a specific reference to a portacabin has been deleted.  This will facilitate the proposal made by the Panel (in para 2.13) to use vacant shops instead of portacabins wherever possible.  
	2.11 There were a number of polling districts where the specific premises involved required further investigation in order to agree a change of polling place.  These were:  

	3  Results of consultation undertaken 
	 
	3.1 Relevant stakeholders were consulted throughout the process including councillors, MPs, MEPs and groups representing disabled persons. Comments received during the consultation are shown in Appendix A. 

	4  Timetable  
	4.1 The timetable for implementation is listed below 
	4.2 No Notice of alteration will be published as no changes to the register are required for any of the proposed changes. All changes agreed by Council will take effect from 1 February and any new polling places will be used in the May 2011 elections.   

	5  Comments from Director of Finance and Legal Services 
	 
	 Section 18C (1) of the Representation of the People Act 1983 (the Act) places a duty on all UK local authorities to review their parliamentary polling districts and polling places every four years. The next review is required to be completed prior to the publication of the next register on 1 December 2011.  Section 18B of the Act refers to the considerations needed when selecting/reviewing polling places. 
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